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were called upon by the Indian minister to depart from
that course, and to frame a despatch according to the
tenour prescribed by the board, which was " to instruct
" the supreme government to press upon the serious at-
" tention of the King of Oude a claim which ought to
" have been discharged thirty years ago."
At the date of this communication from the board
. there were two cases before parliament involving claims
of British subjects against native princes; the one on the
Zemindar of Noozeed, and the other upon the Rajah of
Travancore.
The court endeavoured to convey to the president of
the Board of Commissioners, and through that right
honourable gentleman to the rest of his Majesty's minis-
ters, in a letter of the 9th May, 1832,* the conviction
which they entertain of the pernicious tendency of the
principle involved in all those proceedings. It would only
.weaken the force of that remonstrance to quote merely a
part, and we therefore rest upon the whole as presenting
irrefragable arguments in support of the court's opinion.
The president waived all discussion as to the merits of the
claims of the Lucknow Bankers,f but expressed dissent in
every respect from the view taken by the court, and the
requisition that the court would prepare a despatch was
repeated. * The court not having prepared instructions to
the Bengal government, the board, on the 15th Decem-
ber (seven months afterwards) sent down a despatch with
directions that the court should forward the same.
The court still felt that the question as to the policy,
as well as the right of the British government to exert
its authority with the Sovereign of Oude for the satisfac-
tion of the claims in question, was long ago " accurately
* Page 1 of the printed papers respecting pecuniary claims of
British subjects on native princes of India, &c.
t Page 45, letter from the president, dated the 14th May.